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CRUSADER: Where 
did you receive your 
education?  How did it 
lead you to the priesthood?

Fr. Stafki:  Born and raised 
in Minnesota, I was home-
schooled through fourth 
grade; then my parents 
enrolled me in Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Academy 
in St. Paul, MN.  It was 
there that I received most 
of my education and 
formation, for which I am 
profoundly grateful, both 
to my parents and to my 
alma mater.  When there 
was a shortage of teachers at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Academy in my sophomore 
year, I went to boarding 
school at St. Joseph’s 
Academy in Armada, MI, 
under Headmaster Fr. John 
Fullerton.  !ere, for the first 
time in my life, daily Mass, 
the Divine Office, and spiritual direction were available to 
me.  !is took me a big step closer to realizing my vocation.  
After one year in Armada, I returned to Minnesota and 
graduated from Immaculate Heart of Mary Academy in 
1999.  I went on retreat and then entered the seminary 
that autumn. 

CRUSADER: What 
authors have influenced 
you the most?

Fr. Stafki: Among the 
authors who have influenced 
me the most me are St. 
!omas Aquinas—with 
his passion for theology, 
his precision and logic; St. 
Maximilian Kolbe—with 
his militant devotion to the 
Immaculata; St. !erese 
of Lisieux—with her way 
of love, littleness, and 
confidence; St. Peter Julian 
Eymard—with his simple 
but profound explanation 
of the spiritual life.

CRUSADER: What 
positions and apostolates 
have you had as a priest?  

Fr. Stafki: My first 
assignment was in Post Falls, 
ID (2006-2012) where for 

two years I worked with the high school boys at Immaculate 
Conception Academy under the guidance of Fr. Herve de 
la Tour.  I was chaplain of the Eucharistic Crusade and 
pastor of Corpus Christi Chapel in Edmonds, WA.  In 
2008, when Fr. de la Tour, my beloved priestly friend 
and guide, was moved to St. Mary’s, 

Fr. Mark Stafki, the Society’s director of the Militia 

Immaculatae in the U.S., has worked with the girls on 
various retreats and on the Stella Maris summer  camps.

Fr. Stafki Named Girls’ School Principal

Continued on page 3.



The picture for 2017-2018 Academy holy card was taken shortly after the 
steeple of the Immaculata was re-roofed in 1992.  The card reminds the 
students that the Blessed Mother is all they need: “Ecquo alio egetis?” 

Words from the Rector

Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

In the Sacred Heart,

One hundred and seventy years ago the Jesuits arrived 
and set up a mission on the lands which we now call 
our campus.  After the disastrous fallout of Vatican II, 
the SSPX acquired this property and took up the work 
of the Catholic Church here.  A few days ago St. Mary’s 
Academy opened its doors to her students for the fortieth 
consecutive year.

Since the SSPX acquired this campus forty years ago, 
much has changed in Saint Mary’s but much has remained 
the same.  !e doctrine, the Mass, and the practices of faith 
have all remained the same, and Operation Tradition, so-
called by Archbishop Lefebvre, has produced marvelous 
fruits.  Many a priest and religious can call St. Mary’s 
home, or at least alma mater.  St. Mary’s has formed 
many Catholic fathers, mothers, entrepreneurs, and even 
politicians.

Much has changed as well.  People have moved here 
in droves; the academy’s walls are bursting at the seams, 
and the campus has undergone major improvements.  

!e faithful now have six Masses on Sunday and twelve 
confessors.  A fall Shakespeare Festival draws in thousands 
of visitors to this campus, so that some even from other 
states comment on what a treasure we have here in St. 
Mary’s.  A winding candle-lit train of Marian devotion 
extends for blocks during an October rosary procession, 
and a pro-life rosary lines the highway in January to pray 
and call for a change in our country’s regard for life.

Tradition and so many local traditions added over the 
years have made St. Mary’s into the special place that it 
is, but by no means is the progress over.  We sincerely 
hope that this fortieth year marks the beginning of a new 
golden age for our parish, academy, and college.  After 
forty days, the flood ceased and Noah witnessed a new 
age of mankind. After forty years, the Hebrews finally 
made their way into the Promised Land. After forty days 
of fasting, Our Lord began his public work, bringing the 
good news to all men.

!is year we will highlight to our students the long-
standing history of their campus and place in front 
of them the many figures who worked here.  We truly 

hope that they might see what a gift 
they have inherited in this campus and 
may call it their alma mater, the place 
intended by the Jesuits to be the focal 
point of devotion to the Immaculata 
in the heartland of the country.  Her 
children rose up, and called her blessed 
(Prov. 31:28).

Dear Friends and Benefactors,



I became the high school 
principal of Immaculate 
Conception Academy.  

At the beginning of my 
sixth year of priesthood, 
I was hospitalized with a 
mysterious lung condition, 
which weakened me to the 
point of receiving extreme 
unction.  For awhile I 
wondered if this was going 
to be it—had I run my 
course?  What a grace it 
was to realize how short 
and fragile life is, even 
for young people.  After 
extensive testing, some 
treatment, and a year of 
recovery, I was moved to 
Phoenix, AZ.  My health 
improved, and now I seem 
to have fully recovered.

In Phoenix (2012-2014) I 
was retreat master, chaplain 
and teacher of the high school girls, and pastor of a 
mission parish in Prescott, AZ.  When the late Fr. Daniel 
Cooper was diagnosed with cancer, I was sent to assume 
his responsibilities as prior of Our Lady of the Angels in 
Arcadia, CA (2014-2016).  Over the next several months, 
I oversaw the health care of Fr. Cooper and Fr. Brian 
Hawker, who was undergoing treatment and surgery 
for serious heart problems.   I owe these two priests so 
much for teaching by example how to carry heavy crosses.   
During this time I was assigned the role of National 
Moderator for the Militia Immaculatae, and I volunteered 
to help with the camps for the girls of St. Mary’s.

In April 2016, I drove back to the desert, this time to 
take on the daunting responsibilities of prior, pastor, 
and principal of Our Lady of Sorrows in Phoenix, AZ.  
From there I was called to the District Headquarters in 
December 2017, where for several months I assisted in 
various capacities, including preaching retreats and serving 

as pastor of St. Michael’s 
chapel in Green Bay, WI.  
Now I am very happy to be 
here in St. Mary’s.

CRUSADER: What spirit 
do you want to foster 
among the students of 
the Girls’ School?  How 
do you plan to cultivate 
such a spirit? 

Fr. Stafki:  My desire is to 
cultivate a spirit of joy and 
confidence, such that each 
young lady might willingly 
receive the formation that 
St. Mary’s Academy has to 
offer.  !ese young ladies 
are called to become, in 
a certain way, the “heart 
of the world” whether as 
mothers of families or as 
consecrated virgins within 
the families of convents.  
Such hearts must be strong 

and pure, led by sound judgment, choosing what is lasting 
over what is of only passing value.  Filled with beautiful 
thoughts and dedicated to noble causes, the young lady 
becomes a living image of the Immaculate.  What do I 
hope for?  !at someday it might be said of each and 
every one of our girls: “she reminds me of Mary.”

Prayer and sacrificial love, while presenting the good, the 
true, the beautiful and reminding them to “look to the 
stars,” to seek that which will endure per omnia saecula 
saeculorum—these are the means to achieving this spirit.

CRUSADER: What other objectives do you have for 
the Girls’ School?  

Fr. Stafki:  I hope to pick up where Fr. McFarland left off, 
making the transition as smooth as possible, while getting 
to know the Girls’ School staff in order to support them 
in their important work.

Fr. Stafki, the girls’ chaplain, also teaches the seniors’ 
religion class.

Continued from page 1.



Isabella Childs, SMA 2018

Lydia Garno, SMA 2018

Erica Armesto, SMA 2018

Senior Girls

Final Art Projects by 2018 Seniors



Damian Gerads, SMA 2018

Eileen Novelly, SMA 2018

Rocco Nguyen, SMA 2018

John Isermann SMA 2018

Dominic DeLallo SMA 2018



Fr. John Graziano, SMC 2011, was ordained 
at St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary in Dillwyn, 
VA, on June 22.  He is stationed in Chicago, 
IL, from where he takes care of the Society’s 
mission in Mukwonago, WI.

This summer the League of the Sacred Heart hosted a series of classes 
for girls.  Young women and mothers of the parish taught the girls 
about hygiene, hair styling, cake decorating, etiquette, and house 
cleaning.  

“Take the Nail!” is the motto for the annual Santa Fe Pilgrimage.  Over the night of July 27-28, 138 men and boys walked 
the 33-mile route along country roads to the Padilla Cross near Lyons, KS.  This year the pilgrims carried a penance pole, 
inscribed with the prayer intentions of friends, families, and parishioners.

"e News in Pictures



Summer is over, but the capital campaign projects 
construction continues.  These boys observe crews 
building the staircase at the northeast corner of the quad.

National Fire Prevention week.  One tip the students 
learned is to feel a door with the back of the hand to 

Every October since 2013 Assumption Chapel has hosted a candle-light rosary procession from the campus to the center of 
town.  Heavy rain this year precluded the procession, but over a thousand parishioners gathered in the auditorium with the 



Fr. Paul Franks and Pete Isermann, SMA 1986, cycled 
over a thousand miles to raise money for Mary 
Immaculate Church in Wichita, KS.

St. Mary’s Academy & College
Society of St. Pius X of St. Mary’s, Inc. 
200 E. Mission Street
St. Marys, KS 66536
(785) 437-2471
www.smac.edu

Over the summer Fr. 
Paul Franks undertook 

a grueling challenge: to ride 
his bike in fifteen days from 
the bottom of England to 
the top of Scotland to raise 
money for Mary Immaculate 
Church in Wichita, KS.  
He took the famous route 
known as “LEJOG”—Land’s 
End to John O’Groats—a 
total distance of 1,032 miles, 
and an overall ascent of more 
than 41,000 ft.—12,000 ft. 
higher than Mt. Everest! 

“I have been an avid 
cyclist since my fifth year 
in seminary,” Fr. Franks 
explained, “though I 
would never have dared 
to undertake a ride this 
ambitious. But when my 
superiors asked me to raise $100,000 for a desperately-
needed remodeling of my chapel in Wichita, it seemed 
like the perfect opportunity.” 

Once school finished in June, Father started a rigorous 
training regime, even cycling the 180-mile trip to Wichita 
from St. Mary’s once for his weekend circuit.  In early 
August he and Pete Isermann were together in England 
and then Scotland, riding their bikes for 7-10 hours a 
day—no rest days.

“!e scenery was beautiful, and we met some great 

people on the ride,” Fr. 
Franks exclaimed. “It was 
exhausting, though. I had 
to get up earlier than all the 
other cyclists to offer my 
Mass and to fit in breviary 
around the ridethen there 
was the blog. . . .” 

As part of his fundraising 
efforts, Fr. Franks wrote 
a daily blog of his travels, 
light in tone, with plenty 
of fascinating pictures and 
personal reflections on the 
trip. Fr. Robert Brucciani 
exhorted the English faithful 
to support the project, 
promising, “If you donate 
something to his fund, he 
will give you access to his 

blog, which reads like Jerome 
K. Jerome's "ree Men in a 

Boat. Definitely worth a fiver!” 
Raising more than $35,000, Fr. Franks, thrilled by 

the generosity of donors, said, “I am deeply grateful to all 
who supported me. We need to raise more money, but it 
is a great start.”

You can still support Fr. Franks’ fundraiser and read 
his blog by donating as little as $5 at www.frfranksride.
com, or by leaving a donation and an email address in 
an envelope marked “Fr. Franks Ride” at the St. Mary’s 
Academy and College switchboard. 

Fr. Franks on the Road in the Old Country


