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Kindling the Flame of Love for the Liturgy
Bridget Dowd, SMA 2019
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Words from the Rector
Dear Friends and Benefactors,
Our academic year is underway with a clear vision
set for our students. Catholic liturgical life has always
been a part of St. Mary’s Academy, but we have made
special eﬀorts this year to lift our students’ eyes to
behold the glories of the liturgy.

daily Masses that our numerous priests oﬀer. As the
number of priests has increased here in St. Mary’s,
our current “overﬂow” chapel has become woefully
inadequate and hardly beﬁts the sublimity of the
Masses oﬀered there.

Following in the spirit of our founder, Archbishop
Lefebvre, not only a savior of the liturgy but also a
man profoundly formed by it, we strive to oﬀer our
students all that the Church’s public prayer aﬀords.
We hope that frequent association with the Church’s
religious gestures, language, expressions, and chant
will foster a liturgical spirit in our students that will
remain in them throughout their lives. We want them
to realize that Catholics who sing the liturgy unite
themselves more fully with the prayer of the Church.
For this reason we have made the sung Mass the focal
point of the academic year, and all the preparation
that is needed is part of the curriculum directed by
the priests, sisters, and teachers.

A plan is already well advanced for designing altars
and little chapels with diverse forms of traditional
religious art and architecture. With the help of some
of our boys, the Society brothers will be designing
and building most of these altars. We cannot
highlight enough the importance of the sacred and
the beautiful in a world that is full of the profane and
vulgar.

It seems that as soon as we ﬁnish one project here
in St. Mary’s, another three present themselves. The
crypt chapel is one project that has a direct impact
on the formation that we give our children here at
St. Mary’s. I am grateful that while maintaining
our historic campus, we are still able to undertake
As we emphasize the importance of the sacred projects that make our campus more beautiful and
realities, we must look at the various consecrated enhance the quality of our apostolate.
spaces on campus where that sense for the sacred
Therefore, I appeal to your generosity this
will be formed and where the holy mysteries of
our faith play out. For over a year we have wanted Christmas to help us pursue this great work. I am
a more beautiful and spacious crypt chapel for the amazed at the providential care God has taken of St.
Mary’s over the years, given the enormity of its
expenses and the sparseness of its operational
budget. But I have absolute conﬁdence that
God wants this work to continue and that He
will inspire our benefactors to see the good
being accomplished and want to be a part of it,
even if they live afar. Indeed, you can make this
your work, too! I thank you in advance for your
generosity and wish you many graces during this
Christmas season.
In our Infant King,

The design for the St. Maurice altar in the future Coppens crypt chapel.

Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

In Memoriam Daniel McDonald, SMA 2017
Joseph Zapp, SMA 2018

T

he chapel bell tolled
eighteen times as
the somber procession,
bearing a casket, wound
its way up the gravel
road from the campus
to the cemetery. The
McDonald family, their
relatives, close friends,
and the Knights of the
Immaculata led the
procession.
Behind
them followed many
more people dressed in
black. All were there to
bury and pray for Daniel McDonald, SMA 2017.
Daniel and his family moved from Missouri to
St. Marys in December 2015. Almost immediately
after arriving, Dan headed oﬀ to northern
Minnesota with the Knights of the Immaculata for
a week of ice-ﬁshing, skiing, and music. The bonds
of friendship and camaraderie Dan quickly formed
on this trip were strengthened during his year and
half as an Academy student.
At school Dan was well known by all of his peers.
Fellow student and Knight of the Immaculata,
Cyprian Kramer, SMA 2018, recalls that “Dan
always had a super friendly, cheerful personality
which brightened everyone’s Monday morning.”
He inspired many young boys to play music, and
through that music he drew more boys to the
Knights and to Our Lady. With the Knights, Dan
sang the “Little Oﬃce of Our Lady” every day after
lunch, willingly sacriﬁcing his recreation for this
beautiful devotion.
Dan graduated in June 2017 with a red cord
draped over his shoulders, signifying that he had
remained faithful to his consecration to Our Lady
and to the Knights of the Immaculata. He was
awarded a military scholarship for undergraduate
studies at Kansas State University, where he planned
to pursue a degree in aeronautical engineering, then
serve in the Air Force. He had a bright future ahead
of him on earth, but God had a better plan.
The news of Dan’s sudden, unexpected death
immediately brought many of the Knights, students,

and people Dan didn’t even know to the chapel to
pray rosaries for his soul, within hours of his fatal
car accident. Every day for a week the Knights and
high school boys said a rosary together for Dan’s
soul. A grueling workout at P.E. was also oﬀered
for him. The entire night before his funeral, the
Knights kept a vigil by his body.
On Saturday, September 23, Fr. John Bourbeau
celebrated a solemn high Requiem Mass for Dan
with hundreds of people in attendance. During
the sermon he recounted his experiences with Dan
who had told Father that he wanted to go to camp
this past summer one last time because he knew he
wouldn’t have much time to spend with his friends
after graduation.
After the Knights read the consecration to Our
Lady, which Dan had made just 9 months before,
many tears were shed as they made their ﬁnal
adieu with the “Song for a Fallen Comrade.” The
unexpected brevity of his life is a reminder of the
unpredictability and potential shortness of our own,
and of the imperative to keep our eyes upon eternal
things while on this “journey of our life.”

$W 'DQLHO V JUDYHVLGH WKH .QLJKWV GUDSHG WKHLU ̍DJ RYHU
KLV FRǏQ DQG UHQHZHG WKHLU FRQVHFUDWLRQV WR 0DU\  7KH\
SUHVHQWHG WR 'DQLHO V PRWKHU WKH ̍DJ DQG KLV RULJLQDO
consecration to Our Lady.

Plans and Projects: an Interview with Bill Drew,
Facilities Manager
CRUSADER: How important is the Facilities
Maintenance Department program to the daily
operations of SMAC?

educational, and ﬁnancial foundation of SMAC, so
we need both to manage day-to-day operations and
to plan long-range priorities.

Mr. Drew: It’s vital. This campus has a unique
historical background as well as an important
mission in Catholic education today. The facilities
maintenance department ensures that campus
property remains sound and is cared for appropriately.
Negligent maintenance can cause real problems.
Capital investments are squandered when buildings
and equipment deteriorate, which also discourages
future benefactors. As a non-proﬁt organization,
we rely on the generosity of others to operate, and
as Catholics, we understand our duty to be good
stewards of the things in our care.

CRUSADER: What changes have you made in the
Facilities Maintenance Department?

Mr. Drew: After observing the department for a year,
I noticed that there wasn’t a clearly deﬁned schedule
or documentation system in place. Impressed by the
talents of each employee, I knew we could be more
productive with improved planning and organization.
Based upon our facility demands, we created nine
sub-department categories: mechanical, plumbing,
construction, masonry, ﬁnish carpentry, electrical,
grounds, and support. Each of the maintenance and
grounds staﬀ members was then assigned to subWe are also concerned with providing clean, safe departments based on his skillset and talents. Jobs are
environments for our children and an appropriate now assigned according to the trade the work entails.
physical setting that is conducive to learning. We didn’t have anyone on staﬀ to do masonry, so we
A classroom with old windows and cold drafts, added Mr. Joe Ullmer, a 20-year journeyman stone
or a playground with broken equipment, or a mason to the staﬀ.
P.E. ﬁeld with rubble piles doesn’t foster joy in
learning. Facilities Maintenance aﬀects the physical, In addition to restructuring, we implemented a

0RQH\UDLVHGLQWKHVSULQJIXQGUDLVHUZDVXVHGWRFRQYHUWDURFN\DQGXQHYHQVSDFHRISUDLULHJUDVVLQWR̍DWJUDVV\
DWKOHWLF̌HOGV

CRUSADER: Besides supervising the Facilities
Maintenance Department, you also direct
facility projects. What is the diﬀerence between
maintenance and projects?
Mr. Drew: Maintenance focuses on the long-term
planning for and the immediate upkeep of facilities
and equipment. The Projects Department handles
major improvements. Although some of the projects
require hiring outside contractors, we often use our
maintenance staﬀ on projects because we have very
skilled tradesmen in the department.
CRUSADER: What are the most recent projects
completed?
Joe Ulmer laid stone for a new chimney on Coppens.

computerized maintenance management system
(CMMS) and an electronic calendar to schedule
requests and recurring maintenance tasks with a
numbered work order system, which ensures that
routine maintenance gets done on time and requests
are eﬃciently managed. The work order system also
accounts for all maintenance staﬀ time and materials,
records the history of maintenance activities, and
tracks all related purchases—all important reporting
data for future department improvements.
The
Maintenance Coordinator position was created to
implement the new system. Fortunately, Mr. Frank
Mioni, already a member of the department, had the
skills and experience to ﬁll the position. He manages
maintenance, operates the CMMS, schedules work
requests, and handles purchases for the department.

Mr. Drew: In the last few months we have ﬁnished
several new P.E. ﬁelds and new roofs on the auditorium
and Canisius tower. We remodeled a newly purchased
building to accommodate the library so that more
classrooms can be built in the boy’s high school. We
strive to anticipate future facilities demands for a
growing student population, while at the same time
handling immediate needs eﬃciently.

CRUSADER: What are the major Facilities
Maintenance jobs that have been completed in the
past year?
Mr. Drew: Last year the most signiﬁcant facilities
renovations were insulating attics in the locker room
and College building; remodeling 10,000 square feet
of space at the farm for campus storage; upgrading
the lighting in Bellarmine to LED; rebuilding the
entire set of bleachers, repairing the ﬂoor, and adding
new LED lights in the gym; replacing the chimney
on Coppens; building a new press box for the football
ﬁeld; and making a lighted mobile ﬂoat for the Our
Lady of Fatima Rosary Procession.

Joseph Johnson constructed a wood canopy for the Pilgrim
9LUJLQ V̍RDWXVHGGXULQJWKHDQQXDO5RVDU\3URFHVVLRQ

Student Achievements

Lydia Garno, SMA 2018

Erica Armesto, SMA 2018
Rebecca Landolfi, SMA 2018

Lucia Novelly, SMA 2019

Michelle Castro, SMA 2018

Madelin Schwed, SMA 2019

Emma Bryan, SMA 2019

Marcella Bomberger, SMA 2019

Helena Serafin, Grade 6

Gabriel Hansen, Grade 4

Luke Pederson, Grade 4

Alexander Gayner, SMA 2018

Roy Clancy, SMA 2018

Mark Bomberger, SMA 2020

Michael Schwed, SMA 2021

The News in More Than 1,000 Words

A spring-cleaning over the summer provided plenty of
LWHPVWRVHOODWWKȞUVWPDMRUDXFWLRQVLQFHWKH$FDGHP\
opened in 1978.

1HZO\RUGDLQHG)U,DQ3DONRRIIHUHGĎUVW0DVVRQ-XO\
LQ6W0DU\VDQGJDYHKLV̌UVWEOHVVLQJWRWKHIDLWKIXO

7KHDFDGHPLF\HDUEHJDQRQ$XJXVWZLWKWKH&ROOHJH
opening ceremonies during which all professors take the
Anti-Modernist Oath of Pope St. Pius X.

5DIDHO0RUJDOLZRQWKH6RDS%R['HUE\RQ*LGHRQ V
:D\  )U -RQDWKDQ .RSHF WKH &KDSODLQ IRU WKH .QLJKWV
RIWKH,PPDFXODWDZKRKRVWHGWKHHYHQWSUHVHQWHGWKH
WURSK\DIWHUWKȞQDOUDFH

2Q 6HSWHPEHU  WKH 6LVWHUV DQG WKH &KLOGUHQ RI 0DU\
held a procession to honor Our Lady of Fatima.

)UDQFLVFDQ 6LVWHUV IURP *XDWHPDOD YLVLWHG 6W 0DU\ V WR
VSHDN DERXW WKHLU MRXUQH\ WR WUDGLWLRQDO &DWKROLFLVP DQG
WKH 7ULGHQWLQH 0DVV DQG DERXW WKHLU PLVVLRQ WR FDUH IRU
handicapped children.

7KHVHFRQGJUDGHJLUOVYLVLWHGDSXPSNLQSDWFKLQ2FWREHU

'DYLG/HH(FKHODUGD+XPDQLWLHVSURIHVVRUDW0LQQHVRWD
6WDWH&ROOHJH6RXWKHDVWYLVLWHGWKH$FDGHP\WRJLYHWKH
KLJKVFKRROER\VDGGLWLRQDOWUDLQLQJLQVLQJLQJ*UHJRULDQ
chant. Mr. Echelard has also taught chant at St. Thomas
Aquinas Seminary.

When the St. Marys Fire Department visited campus
GXULQJ)LUH3UHYHQWLRQ:HHŇUȞJKWHU-RKQ0RDWV60$
SURYHGWRWKHNLQGHUJDUWHQHUVWKDW̌UȞJKWHUVLQ
turn-out gear are not scary at all.

$IWHU YLVLWLQJ &DOLIRUQLD GXULQJ WKH ZLOǦUHV LQ 1DSD
9DOOH\)U.HQQHWK1RYDNH[SODLQHGWRWKHVHFRQGJUDGH
JLUOVWKHGHYDVWDWLRQKHVDZ+HDOVRWROGWKHPDERXWKLV
WULSWRWKHVHDOVDQFWXDU\UHODWLQJIHHGLQJWKHVHDOV̌VKWR
&KULVW VIHHGLQJPDQDW+RO\&RPPXQLRQ

7KH6W0DU\ V&UXVDGHUVIRRWEDOOWHDPZRQWKH.DQVDV&KULVWLDQ$WKOHWLFV$VVRFLDWLRQVWDWHFKDPSLRQVKLSRQ1RYHPEHU
7KHYDUVLW\WHDPXQGHIHDWHGIRUDVHFRQGVWUDLJKW\HDUFXUUHQWO\KROGVDQJDPHZLQQLQJVWUHDN7KHQHZDQQRXQFHU V
VWDQG SLFWXUHG LQ WKH EDFNJURXQG ZDV IXQGHG E\ WZR JHQHURXV SDULVKLRQHUV DQG FRQVWUXFWHG RYHU WKH VXPPHU E\ WKH
maintenance department.

St. Mary’s Academy & College
Society of St. Pius X of St. Mary’s, Inc.
200 E. Mission Street
St. Marys, KS 66536
(785) 437-2471
www.smac.edu

Academy Boys Visit St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary
Peter Hatty, SMA 2019
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As we approached the seminary building, its with a pontiﬁcal high Mass, during which the newly
magniﬁcence became more and more apparent. The received novices made their professions. They were
complex features prominent towers, walled cloisters, accompanied by several professed brothers who
lengthy stone-tiled corridors, and even a fountain. renewed their temporary vows.
After Mass on Saturday, we reluctantly piled back
Beneath the grandeur of these external architectural
constructs, lies a less apparent network of iron girders, into the bus for the homeward drive. The scenery and
retaining walls, and solid foundations—all essential the length of the drive gave us ample opportunity to
for the integrity of the building. The brothers of the reﬂect on our stay at the seminary. Living brieﬂy with
Society of St. Pius X are like this network of beams the brothers and the seminarians, we experienced a
and bases; they labor and pray, generally unseen, to taste of the religious life. The extraordinary splendor
support the work of the priests. These religious seek of the pontiﬁcal ceremonies, as well as the simple
to give glory to God through self-sanctiﬁcation while beauty of the daily liturgy were rare treats for us that
assisting the priests in their mission to sanctify others. we hope will instill a hunger urging us to return.
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