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Concert pianist and 
composer Mr. Peter 

Ritzen performed for “his 
friends in St. Marys,” as 
he calls us, on April 21, in 
his first full concert after 
seriously injuring his hand. 
!e evening of music began 
with his own arrangement 
of  Bach’s Choral Prelude 
“Jesus Always my Joy” 
from BWV 147,  followed 
by a Haydn sonata, four of 
Chopin’s mazurkas,  and 
Franz Liszt’s “Funérailles” 
from Harmonies Poétiques 
et Religieuses.   

!e highlight of the 
concert was the world 
premiere of his own  
original compositions, 
Taborstunden and Die 
allerseligste Jungfrau Maria 
von Fatima, from the Pauls 
Lieder, a set of five songs 
for piano, soprano solo, 
and choir, with text taken 
from five poems of Ilse 
Pauls.  Composed in honor 
of the 100th anniversary of 
the apparition of Our Lady 
at Fatima, the songs were 
first performed right here 
in Our Lady’s own town by 
Mr. Ritzen and members of 
the choirs of the Academy, 
the College, and the parish, 
with solo soprano Clare 

Bryan (SMA 2006, SMC 
2009) under the direction 
of Dr. Andrew Childs.  !e 
choir of sixty voices also 
sang “Locus Iste”  by Anton 
Bruckner, and Dr. Andrew 
Childs, accompanied by 
Mr. Ritzen, sang Brahms’ 

“Sapphische Ode”  and 
Schubert's “An die Musik.”   

Organized by the 
young adults of Acies, 
the concert presented the 
combined training, talent, 
and dedication of SMAC 
teachers, students, alumni, 
and friends, highlighting 
the significance of 
music education at the 
Academy which begins in 

kindergarten and continues 
as part of the curriculum 
through high school.  

In the elementary years 
music teachers apply the 
philosophical principles 
and methods of Hungarian 
composer and educator 

Zoltan Kodaly, who said, 
“Music is a manifestation of 
the human spirit, similar to 
language,” so it is important 
to “teach music and singing 
at school in such a way that 
it is not a torture but a joy 
for the pupil,” instilling 
“a thirst for finer music in 
him, a thirst which will last 
for a lifetime.”  Students 
share their joy of music 

in concerts at the end of 
each semester when every 
student performs in a choir 
or on a musical instrument.   

Similar in spirit to our 
broader mission to preserve 
Catholic tradition, Kodaly 
pedagogy also includes 
listening to and learning 
about the masterworks of 
all ages because the “greatest 
[music] practitioners have 
conveyed to mankind 
things not possible in any 
other language [and] if we 
do not want these things 
to remain dead treasures, 
we must do our utmost 
to make the greatest 
possible number of people 
understand their idiom” 
(Kodaly).  When students 
enter high school, they 
are ready to apply their 
musical understanding to 
liturgical chant and difficult 
masterworks, which they 
present to the community  
on the evening before 
graduation in a concert 
of small and large choral 
ensembles.  !is training 
and experience prepared 
many students and 
alumni to enjoy the rare 
opportunity of performing 
a world premiere with a 
seasoned professional.

Peter Ritzen Performs World Premiere at St. Mary's 
Maisy Goulart, SMA 2016, SMC 2018



Words from the Rector

Dear Friends and Benefactors,

Summertime brings with it a buzz of work on 
campus. While the children are away on camps and family 
vacations, our projects’ team can do work that would not 
be possible during the academic year. 

!is summer’s main projects include replacing two 
roofs, one on the tower of Canisius Hall and the other on 
the auditorium. !e boarders will be happy to have an end 
to rainy day waterfalls in their living quarters! Two other 
buildings also need new roofs. Another big project this 
summer, necessary to accommodate a growing student 
population, involves grading and landscaping nine acres 
of land for seven new PE fields and our own baseball field. 

Our ever-increasing enrollment is now close to 900 
students, and we frequently hear about families who are 
making the summer move to St. Mary’s or who wish to 
send their children here to board. Most families already 
living here continue to grow as well, so we must look 
ahead and plan next summer’s projects and those even 
further down the road. 

In one year we will already need more classroom space 
for the boys, which is the reason we have decided to move 
the library out of Jogues Hall, a boys’ school building 
that has housed the library for many years. !is fall the 

library will be moved directly across the street from the 
main campus to a building purchased for us by a generous 
benefactor. Although the library will be off-campus for a 
time, its new air conditioned, single story location will 
have a much better atmosphere for the books and provide 
greater ease of access to library resources for parishoners as 
well as students. !e rooms on the west side of Jogues will 
be turned back into classrooms, and windows that have 
been dry-walled since 1961, when the Jesuits converted 
the old “Junior Building” into a library, will be reopened.

How good God is to entrust us with this growth. 
How good He is as well to have given us such a successful 
fundraiser this year, totaling $842,000! We broke the 
school record for funds raised principally because every 
single student reached the goal set for each one; 100% is 
a figure not often heard when speaking of participation 
in endeavors requiring hard work. We are proud of our 
diligent students and grateful to so many benefactors, 
parents, and teachers who made this success possible. 
May we always be worthy of the blessings God and good 
St. Joseph bestow upon us. 

Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

In the Kingly Heart of Jesus,

From the middle of June until the end of July, 
construction crews replaced several roofs on Academy 
buildings.     



The Onyx Collection made an extra generous donation to 
the school because every student raised at least $400. 

Anecdotes from a Record Fundraiser
Compiled by Uncle Cletus and Aunt Annabelle

Our girls 
strategically 

placed themselves 
on either side of the 
doors of a Walmart 
Supercenter.  One 
group would ask 
those going in if 
they would like to 
make a donation 
to help support the 
Academy, and the 
other group would 
catch the customers 
going out to 
remind them that 
they had promised 
to donate on their 
way out. As one 
woman made good 
on her promise to donate 
upon exiting, she paused 
as she handed off the 
money and asked the girls 
what denomination their 
school was.  “Catholic” was 
the cheerful answer. !e 
woman nodded, looking 
at our large poster.  She 
started to walk away, then 
turned back.  “My children 
used to be in Catholic 
school,” she said.  “I wish 
they still were.”

***

A certain student had 
an uncanny ability 

to get shoppers to donate 
ten dollars for a ticket, not 
merely a dollar or two for 
the baked goods we had 
decoratively positioned 
around our fundraising 
poster. Time after time 

she asked shoppers if they 
would like to donate to her 
school.  Time and again 
they reached into their 
wallets and purses, asking 
how much for a small 
pumpkin bread or a rice-
crispy bar.   Time and again 
the girl replied: “It’s a free- 
will donation!  Whatever 
you would like, but if you 
give $10, you can have the 
baked good and a ticket for 
a chance to win $25,000!”  
Time and again people 
gave in to her bright smile 
and ingenious advertising 
ploy.  In half a day, this 
young lady made her goal.

***

When most people 
plan an evening for 

leisure, they leave behind 
at home their work, or 
in this case, fundraising 
implements, posters and  
tickets.  But one junior 
had a different plan.  As 
he prepared to join some 
fellow classmates for a 
High Kings' concert, he 
made sure to bring his 
tickets, thinking one never 
knows when he might find 
a donor.  After the concert, 
he got in the line to get 
the autographs of the Irish 
singers, and left with not 
only an autograph from the 
singer but also a donation 
from him. 

***

One Saturday morning, 
a volunteer drove 

four lower school 
boys to Wichita to 
solicit donations at 
a Walmart.  Much 
to their surprise, 
they found four 
high school boys 
from St. Mary’s 
were already at the 
store.  Both groups 
were convinced that 
they had reserved 
the storefront for 
fundraising.  After 
a phone call to the 
organizers, the high 
schoolers realized 
they had driven 
the three-hour trek 
twenty-four hours 

too early.  !ey further 
discovered that, while they 
had already reached their 
goals, the lower school boys 
had not yet reached theirs.  
!e four high schoolers 
yielded not only the store-
front to their lower school 
brothers but also every 
donation they had collected 
that morning.

***

Fr. Bourbeau not only 
drove boys in spirit to 

collect donations, but also 
transported them from 
house to house throughout 
several Kansas cities.  At one 
stop, he was pleased to hear 
one of the boys explain his 
motivation for fundraising: 
“I do it because I love my 
school.” 



Francis Goldade, SMA 2017Ben Lillis, SMA 2017

Sean McDonnell, SMA 2017 Marguerite Morgali, SMA 2017

Senior Art Achievements



Mary Elizabeth Lapushinsky, SMA 2017

Anthony Vanderputten, SMA 2017

Trent Jones, SMA 2017

Max Ranieri, SMA 2017

Robert Clancy, SMA 2017



Station, the 10th grade girls, who were studying and painting icons in 
art class, visited a Greek Orthodox church to see their rich collection 
of icons.

The Ballad 

of the White Horse

vision of Our Lady which inspired his victory 
over the Danes.

students, Conrad Boyle, Damien Gerads, Anthony Riccomini, 

over 651,000 acres of farmland, burned homes, and killed 
tens of thousands of cattle.

On April 27, the high school girls visited the Arabia 
Steamboat Museum, where they saw the remnants of the 

artifacts collected from the boat.  

"e News in More "an 1,000 Words



schola and others serving the Mass.

organized by Fr. John Bourbeau, entertained the parish with an evening of folk songs.
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High School Girls Go to Kansas City  
For Catholic Action and Leisure

protest the girls enjoyed 
lunch amidst the fragrant 
blooms and blossoms 
of Kauffman Memorial 
Garden, then visited the 
unique Steamboat Arabia 
Museum, home of the 
largest single collection of 
pre-Civil War artifacts in 
the world.  In September 
1856, the Arabia was 
carrying over 200 tons 
of cargo up the Missouri 
River when it hit a tree 
snag and sank just six miles 
west of Kansas City. Due 
to erosion, the Missouri 
River changed course over 
time, and the Arabia was 
buried for over a century.  
Protected from light and 
oxygen, the ship and its 
cargofrom fine china to 
carpentry tools to children’s 
toys and the world’s 
oldest pickleswere well 
preserved.  High school 
teacher, Miss Enya Quain, 
(SMC 2012), who planned 
the trip to the museum, 
hoped that the girls would 

find especially inspiring the 
fact that the men who made 
the discovery using a metal 
detector and old maps, 
were amateurs, five friends, 
intrigued by a mystery, 
who worked together to 
discover the lost steamer.

Taking a day off from 
the classroom routine to 
explore nearby historic 
sites, museums, gardens, 
and parks is leisure, which 
Socrates called "the most 
valuable of possessions," 
when it is time taken to 
cultivate the mind for the 
purpose of fostering and 
practicing virtue. Leisure 
is skole in Greek, “school,” 
time spent in intellectual 
activity, not just technical 
learning, but also inquiry 
into human society and 
individual responsibility.  
In this spirit high school 
girls’ teachers Miss Enya 
Quain and Miss Danielle 
Grieco plan and chaperone 
field trips for the girls. 

This spring the high 
school girls traveled to 

Kansas City to participate 
in Catholic action, visit 
Kauffman Memorial 
Garden, and explore the 
Steamboat Arabia Museum 
on their annual field trip.   

Praying the rosary 
outside of an abortion 
clinic in the morning, “!e 
girls . . . were beautiful 
witnesses to their faith,” 
said high school teacher 
Miss Danielle Grieco (SMC 
2012).  “Each student . 
. . stood up for the rights 
of the little unborn ones, 
giving a voice to those who 
have no voice,” recalled 
Eileen Novelly (SMA 
2018).  “Standing outside 
that abortion clinic, we 
had a chance to really think 
about what it means to 
stand upon our principles.  
!ere is darkness in our 
world, yet we can still be a 
little light shining, as stars 
in the night sky.” 

After their peaceful 


