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Art Education Inspires our Children to See

C

atholic philosopher
Josef Pieper posits
that careful observation
is “the ﬁrst step toward
that... basic mental
grasping of reality, which
constitutes the essence of
man as a spiritual being.”
This is one reason art is
such an important part
of the curriculum at St.
Mary's Academy. Every
attempt to create a work
of art ﬁrst “compels the
artist to take a fresh look
at the visible reality"
(Only the Lover Sings:
Art and Contemplation
34-36).
Beginning in the sixth
grade and continuing
through high school,
every Academy student is
introduced to his Catholic
heritage in art in the context
of the history curriculum
for each grade. The art class
provides a “picture book”
of the times, thought, and
culture studied in history
class, while at the same time
oﬀering ample hands-on
opportunities for students
to explore and use diﬀerent
art media in a systematic
way. In the junior year of
high school, students may
choose art as an elective

Art teaches the student to see, to contemplate, and
to capture in matter the form of their vision. A senior
art student sketches one of the acorns on campus
constructed by the Jesuits in memory of St. Rose
Philippine Duchesne. The acorns and oak leaves signify
her name, “du Chene,” or “of oak.” She and three
fellow sisters of the Society of the Sacred Heart opened
a school in Sugar Creek for the Potawatomi Indian girls
in 1841.

that meets twice a week
(in addition to the weekly
class), and seniors have the
option to take four classes
a week, which course
culminates in a major
senior project, a work of
art that is at once personal,
beautiful, and true. The
goal is for our student
artists to understand and
appreciate great works by

making their own and in
the process gain “a deeper
and more receptive vision,
a more intense awareness,
a sharper and more
discerning understanding,
a more patient openness
for all things quiet and
inconspicuous, an eye
for
things
previously
overlooked” (Only the Lover
Sings 35-36).

In February the
entire parish was invited
to enjoy the fruits of our
students’ labor at the
ﬁrst annual St. Mary’s
Academy Art Show, an
art exhibition as well as
the ﬁnal qualiﬁcation
for students hoping
to compete in the
annual Cair Paravel
Fine Arts Festival in
Topeka. More than 100
works, including clay
sculptures, photographs,
fresco paintings, and
architectural models in
plaster, were on display
for two days in the
auditorium. The Academy
art teachers, Mrs. Rebecca
Quain,
Mrs.
Helen
Armesto, Miss Dolores
Hughes, and Miss Enya
Quain, plan to add awards
to next year’s art show
and hope to ﬁnd other
opportunities for students
to show their best work to
inspire and motivate all of
us to “see,” “because the
world is a creature, [and]
God is present in it . . .to
a man whose gaze is turned
upon the depths of things”
(Pieper. An Anthology 144).

Words from the Rector
Dear Friends and Benefactors,
Forming a respect in children for the beautiful is also
the duty of the Catholic family. The wife, queen of the
home, ﬁnds the fulﬁllment of her vocation not only in
tending the household, but also in seeing her home as a
domestic work of art. Opulence is by no means necessary
to surround the child with what is beautiful. Some wellchosen pieces of art, holy images, works of music and
chant are more meaningful to the child than a menagerie
of cheap statuary or gaudy furnishings. Taking this duty
seriously likewise implies a rejection of “art” that is purely
sentimental and, even more so, of media which bring
Who will help reﬁne the youth to appreciate what is vulgar and even illicit pleasures into the home. Such
truly beautiful? This is certainly one of the prerogatives poor substitutes for beauty numb the mind of the child
of the Catholic school. The school not only strives to and draw him away from the love of higher realities.
instill in her students an appreciation of the beautiful, but
more importantly works to form in them a proper and
We hope for the days when our society can once
complete understanding by training them in the making more produce the grandeur of a Chartres cathedral, a true
of true artvisual, auditory, and dramatic.
symphony of aesthetic excellence. If, in the meantime,
we have to forego the symphony and dust oﬀ a few
instruments at a time, it is not in vain. Our starting point
is the possession of truth. The lover of truth must not
only know it, but use it. The use of truth makes beauty.
Having seen the works of art and the performances of
the students of St. Mary’s at the recent Cair Paravel
competition, especially in comparison with those of other
schools, we are reassured that we are indeed giving our
students an apprenticeship of beauty and teaching them
that where there is no truth there is no beauty.
With his customary realism, St. Thomas aﬃrms that
“Man cannot live without delectation.” Man cannot live
without some pleasure, a delight in that which is truly
beautiful. Yet, since fallen human nature too easily seeks
pleasure instead in that which is illicit, a reﬁnement process
is necessary to help man delight in what he ought. Given
the pleasures oﬀered to our youth today, we can certainly
understand the dramatic expression of Dostoyevsky:
“Beauty is the battleﬁeld where God and Satan contend
with each other for the hearts of men.”

In the Kingly Heart of Jesus,

Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College
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SMA 2018, was awarded a Superior Rating at this
year’s Cair Paravel Fine Arts Festival.

Art Around Campus
Photography and descriptions by Julia Goulart, SMA 2018

Many of the paintings adorning the walls of campus
buildings have been here since the time of the Jesuits.
The oil painting “Charity,” a memorial honoring the Jesuits
who served as army chaplains in WWI, hangs in the hallway
connecting the college to the upper vestibule of the chapel.

Remembered as “the father of the Indians,” John
%DSWLVWH 0LªJH 6- ZDV WKH ̌UVW 9LFDU $SRVWROLF
of Indian Territory East of the Rocky Mountains. He
NHSW 6W 0DU\ʹV DV WKH HSLVFRSDO VHH IRU ̌YH \HDUV DQG
continuously supported the Mission with money, sacred
vessels, vestments, advice, and prayers until his death
in 1884.

7KH$UPLQJDQG'HSDUWXUHRIWKH.QLJKWVʼWDSHVWU\KDQJLQJRQWKȞUVW̍RRURI
%HOODUPLQH+DOOLVIURPDVHULHVRǏYHWDSHVWULHVFDOOHGThe Quest of the Holy Grail,
inspired by Sir Thomas Malory's collection of Arthurian legends, Le Morte d'Arthur.
In this tapestry, the second in the series, the ladies of the court help the knights
SUHSDUHIRUWKHLǓQDODQGJUHDWHVWDGYHQWXUH

The Stations of the Cross stored
in The Old Mission Farm were
made in the early 1900s by the
Joseph Sibbel Studio of New York
and have been on campus since
1909. The Stations were rescued
IURP WKH ̍DPHV WKDW GHVWUR\HG
the Immaculata Chapel in 1978.

Student Achievements

T

he art works here and on the following page were among the Academy students’ submissions to the Cair
Paravel Fine Arts Festival, hosted by Cair Paravel Latin School in Topeka on March 9 and 10. Academy
students also earned 49 Superior and 47 Excellent ratings for musical performances, both choral and solo, as
well as dramatic recitations.

Margaret Jones, 7th Grade

Bernadette Rutledge, 7th Grade

Lucy Harpe, 7th Grade

Eileen Novelly, SMA 2018

Michael Moats, 8th Grade
Robert Clancy, SMA 2017

Anthony Serafin, SMA 2019
Veronica Hoffman, SMA 2017

Philip Cain, SMA 2019

Joseph Young, SMA 2017

A Tribute to
Miss Mary Gentges

O

ne of the many generous and talented supporters of the
Academy and College passed into eternity on March
12, 2017. Mary Gentges studied at St. Mary's College in
the early 1980s and after her graduation in 1986 stayed
to help as a teacher and a writer, serving for many years
as St. Mary's historian and photographer. She also wrote
and edited The Crusade and The St. Mary's Magazine while
contributing to Fr. Frederick Nelson's Maryfaithfull and the
Society's Angelus. Even after she retired in the late 1990s
to care for her parents, she continued to teach piano lessons.
She was buried in Mt. Calvary Cemetery among the Jesuits
and several sisters of the Society of the Sacred Heart about
whom she once wrote in the pages of The Crusade. May her
soul rest in peace, Amen.

The News in More Than 1,000 Words

On Sunday, February 19, Acies hosted their annual prolife rosary. Nearly two thousand people from St. Mary's
and other parishes of the Midwest united in prayer along
highway 24 in a public profession of faith and peaceful
protest.

On March 19 the St. Joseph’s Businessman’s Association
sponsored the annual St. Joseph’s altar. The many baked
goods and gifts collected by the members of the association
were given away for donations to assist the poor of the
parish.

TThe Sixth Grade girls enjoyed a visit from the unusual pets
sold at Manhattan Reptile World.

In January young kids from The Old Mission Farm visited
young children from the Academy.

Using plastic sheets as glass, the First Grade girls
constructed their own stained-glass windows to honor St.
Joseph.

The Fifth Grade boys enact Lord Macaulay's "Horatius at the
Bridge," a poem about Horatius Cocles's heroic defense of
the Pons Sublicius when the Clusian army attacked Rome.

St. Mary’s Academy & College
Society of St. Pius X of St. Mary’s, Inc.
200 E. Mission Street
St. Marys, KS 66536
(785) 437-2471
www.smac.edu

Society Brothers Visit St. Mary's Boys
Ben Lillis, SMA 2017

I

n March the Boys’
School was blessed
by a visit from the
Brothers of the SSPX.
Fr. Dean, the Master
of Novices, began the
day with a conference
about the spirit of
the brother’s vocation
and the profound
peace that the vow of
obedience gives to the
soul consecrated to
God.
Each
of
the
brothers then told
the story of his own
journey to the religious
life. It was enlightening
to learn how Divine
Providence led men from
successful careers in skilled
labor, food service, and art
to the novitiate.
Br. Marcel and Br.
Maximilian later shared
their expertise in art with
the high school boys. Br.
Marcel, in a presentation
on the purpose of art and
the deﬁnition of beauty,

north of Manhattan,
KS on Saturday, the
boys enjoyed several
hours of informal
conversation with the
brothers, quality time
to learn about the daily
life of an SSPX brother
and
the
current
assignments of each all
over the country.
The
boys
of
the Knights of the
Immaculata and the
Honor Guard expressed
their gratitude for
the brothers’ visit
the evening before
On Saturday, March 25, the Brothers celebrated the feast
their
departure with a
of the Annunciation among more than a hundred boys.
talent show and a large
The boys entertained the Brothers with skits, songs, and
stories. Brother Maximillian, SMC 2009, kept time on the
bonﬁre, courtesy of the
spoons.
Johnson
family.
The
explained that art ought explained Br. Marcel, is brothers seemed pleased
to provide intellectual perceived in harmony, by the warm hospitality
pleasure as, according to St. proportion, and order, they received in St. Mary’s
Thomas Aquinas, "sources which are also necessary and, by the grace of God,
of contemplative joy,. . . conditions for the soul to may they meet again some
tranquility, and exterior love beautiful art.
of the boys from St. Marys
Between presentations as they pursue vocations as
peace."
Beautiful
art
satisﬁes man’s intellectual on Friday and during a men fully consecrated to
desire,
and
beauty, six-mile hike in the woods God.

