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CRUSADER: How have 
your experiences at the 
Academy and College 
helped you on your path 
to becoming a priest?

Fr. Stamos: St. Mary’s 
helped strengthen my 
desire to become a priest 
by bringing me into daily 
contact with the priests 
of the Society and by 
providing opportunities 
to serve the liturgical 
ceremonies. It came as a 
revelation to me that not all 
of our Society chapels are 
able to perform the liturgy 
in its full splendor, such as 
the liturgical ceremonies of 
Holy Week.

CRUSADER: Many of St. 
Mary’s alumni, in many 
spheres of society, work  
to restore the kingship of 
Christ.  How will you as 
a priest contribute to this 
restoration of Christ’s 
kingship?

Fr. Stamos:  I will try to 
promote devotion to 
the Sacred Heart and 
the Immaculate Heart, 
consecrating my priesthood 
to them.  It is important to 
consecrate my priesthood 
to the Sacred Heart  

because Our Lord is the  
Priest and my priesthood 
is merely a participation 
in that eternal priesthood; 
it is from His Heart that 
I will learn how to live 
my priesthood. It is also 
important to consecrate 
my priesthood to the 
Immaculate Heart since 
She is the mother of the 
Priest, and who better can 
lead the priest to the Heart 
of Her Son and help him to 
learn the lessons that Heart 
teaches? You do not find 
the one without the other.  

By this consecration, I will 
assist the return of the reign 
of Christ the King, because 
with Him reigning in my 
heart I will be able to lead 
others to allow Him to 
reign in theirs and so spread 
this reign throughout the 
world. He must first reign 
in individual hearts before 
He can reign in societies.

CRUSADER: What 
advice would you give 
to a young man who is 
considering a priestly or 
religious vocation?  

Fr. Stamos: !e same 
advice that I was given by a 
fellow alumnus and priest:  
if you say that you are going 
to try, then do it; there will 
be time enough afterwards 
to do something else if the 
religious life is not for you.

CRUSADER: Would 
you like to share any 
final thoughts with the 
students of St. Mary’s 
Academy and College, 
or our friends and 
benefactors? 

Fr. Stamos:  I would like 
to tell the students to 
appreciate the gifts that 
they have been given 
in St. Mary’s—Catholic 
education, liturgical life, 
and community. Not 
all of our chapels are 
blessed as we are, but do 
not become complacent, 
because the fall of the best 
is the worst, as the saying 
goes. I encourage you all to 
begin practicing devotion 
to the Sacred Heart. Take 
your troubles to Him and 
He will comfort you. He 
does not forget us for one 
moment—even if it seems 
that way.  All is under His 
control. “!is is the will of 
God, your sanctification.”

Academy and College Alumnus Ordained Down-Under

Fr. Nicholas Stamos was ordained on December 15, 2016, at 
Holy Cross Seminary in New South Wales, Australia.  He is  a 
graduate of SMA 2008 and SMC 2010.



Words from the Rector

Dear Friends and Benefactors,

Why do you go to school?  !e typical answer we hear 
today is that one goes to school to get a good job and to 
be successful at it.  But such an answer is a consequence 
of a very modern notion of education.  !e idea that the 
primary goal of education is to prepare a child for the 
workforce attacks the true nature of man and would make 
the school nothing more than a pawn of the state.  An 
education which promises merely an uncertain temporal 
happiness is no education at all, but is at best a kind 
of “skill training” that leaves the child’s nature largely 
undeveloped and unfulfilled.

!e beauty of Catholic education is that it is based on 
an understanding of the true nature of man and of God’s 
purpose for him.  Looking beyond the child’s potential 
to contribute to the economic order, the Catholic teacher 
sees the whole order of God, and therefore sees each child 
primarily as capax Deione who has the potential and the 
vocation to know and love the Eternal Good, God Himself.  
!e education which is based on such an understanding is 
one which intends, first of all, to form the child such that 

he becomes a thinking man capable not only of particular 
“skills,” but also of judging all things in light of his lofty 
end and of turning everything towards that end.

!e liberal arts are a key component of this Catholic 
view of education and have traditionally held a prime 
place in the formation of souls.  One who is learning the 
liberal arts is daily in contact with the entire created order 
and finds his place in this order, which both stabilizes and 
civilizes him.  As Ovid says so clearly, “!e learning of the 
fine arts softens the manners and does not permit men to 
remain savages.”  

When we see students from our school stepping into 
important vocations in life, whether it be the priesthood, 
work in politics, or even launching entrepreneurial 
endeavors, we come to realize what should be obvious: 
we have not left them unprepared for life.  A Catholic 
education, giving pride of place to the liberal arts, while 
seeming to be so impractical in the world’s judgment, 
reveals itself to be the most practical of all.  Indeed, what 

is more practical than knowing one’s end 
and God’s created order?  What prepares 
one better for any and every task than deep-
seated convictions and virtue?   Such a one 
is ready for any vocation, any challenge, and 
it is precisely such men and women that our 
world needs most.

Rev. Fr. Patrick Rutledge
Rector, St. Mary’s Academy and College

In the Kingly Heart of Jesus,

Every subject, whether mathematics or 
music, or science or art, is meant to form 
the whole manthe man made for God.



Following Our Lady, Supporting the Priesthood
"e SSPX Sisters of St. Mary’s Academy

into the four first grade 
classes at the Academy 
and one Sunday class.  For 
Confirmation, two Sunday 
classes are taught, besides 
the four third grade classes.  
In 35 years at St. Mary’s—
thanks to the generosity of 
benefactors—the Sisters 
have been able to improve 
the materials used: stories, 
catechism posters, coloring 
books, pop-up books, and 
pictures.  !ese tools help 
the children to grasp the 
lofty truths presented to 
them.  It always gives the 
Sisters great joy to see the 
little First Communion 
prayer booklet treasured by 
high schoolers. . . and even 
the older ones!

Yet, the Sisters’ mission 
does not end when the 
“great day” has come.  
!eir prayers accompany 
their former students, 
that they many remain in 
the dispositions in which 
they first received the 
sacraments.

Among many others, 
one of these ways is to 
prepare children’s souls 
for the sacraments.  !is 
work is a prolongation 
of the Blessed Virgin’s 
maternal care for the Child 
Jesus, in Whose image the 
Catholic child is made.  
Of this apostolate of the 
Sisters, our Founder wrote: 
“[T]he knowledge of their 
prayers [...], preparation 
for the sacraments, Old 
Testament and Church 
history must be perfectly 
known by the child.  In 
this is the true source of 
the renewal of the Faith.”  
!e lessons learned in the 
first years of school make 
the greatest impression.  
How important, then, 
are those which precede 
first confession and 
First Communion, and 
Confirmation.  

Here at St. Mary’s, the 
Sisters work on a large scale: 
over 100 children for First 
Communion are divided 

Virgin.  Archbishop 
Lefebvre, fully 
attuned to the ways 
of God, included 
the religious life 
in the legacy he 
transmitted.  Next 
to the priestly 
society, he founded 
a “sister society,” its 
counterpart both 
in spirit and in 
purpose: the SSPX 
Sisters.  As the 
priest prolongs, in 
time, the sacrifice 
of Christ, the 

Society Sister continues 
the compassion of Mary.  
She associates herself 
more particularly with 
the torments which Jesus 
endured for the souls of 
today—offering herself 
with the Divine Victim 
and with Mary, praying 
for the priesthood, serving 
Christ in His priests, and 
completing the priestly 
apostolate in any way a 
religious sister can.

“The Blood of Jesus 
and the tears of His 

mother flowed together 
and mingled on Golgotha 
for the redemption of the 
human race,” says Dom 
Guéranger.  Christ could 
have saved mankind alone, 
but He did not; He chose 
to be helped by the Blessed 

Society Sisters nurture young 
souls, preparing them to receive 
the sacraments.



Student Achievements

 

Henry Harpe, 3rd Grade

Gabriella Espinoza, SMA 2018

Matthew Drippe, 7th Grade

Sean McDonnell, SMA 2017

Bridget Dowd, SMA 2019Louis Palmeri, 6th Grade



The sun was falling asleep, and with it the world.  All 

was still and all was silent.  !e fields were surrounded 

by a thin layer of clouds that bordered the sky, and the 

most dazzling colors blended together to form a beautiful 

Kansas sunset.  Starry people began coming out to wink 

their eyes and peep from behind the clouds.

Our state may not have majestic mountains or rolling 

coasts where the gulls fly above; we may only have golden 

fields ready for harvest, foothills, and quaint houses.  But 

we do have sunsets, which shine out to all around and 

bring indescribable thoughts to the hearts who see them.

“It is that much more beautiful because it is useless,” 

said a father to his children in one of our dictations.  We 

couldn’t reach up and snatch the colors out of the sky to 

use as pigments for own paintings, or stuff the clouds into 

pillows.  What use have we for the sunsets but to gather 

from them all the beauty which they hold in their vast 

skies?  !eir gentle touch has no use but to touch our 

hearts and make us wonder.  For their beauty was made to 

raise our minds and our hearts to a higher end, that end 

for which we were made.

When Jack Frost comes back each year,

His lord, King Winter, is usually near.

Jack is an artist and very creative.

He loves to show what he is made of

He etches silver frost over every window.

And King Winter follows bringing harsh storms and snow;

!e King’s icy grip chokes and takes hold of all.

!e blistering North Wind is his chilling call.

His freezing breath numbs fingers and toes;

He’ll bite like a wolf, as everyone knows

Chapped lips and frost bite come from his hand.

Ice storms, blizzards scream his claim on land.

King Winter brings colds, chills, and every bad thing,

He will torment us all, until dethroned by Miss Spring.

Julia Whitehead, Grade 8

Xavier Konkel, 5th Grade

Trinity Smalley, SMA 2020

Robert Clancy, SMA 2017

Anthony Harpe, SMA 2017



"e News in More "an 1,000 Words

Fr. Nicholas Stamos, SMA 2008 and SMC 
2010, offered his First Mass at his Alma 
Mater on Sunday, January 8.  Father will be 
stationed in Denver, Colorado.

On the Feast of the Epiphany, the kindergarten students re-enacted Christ’s 

A Tribute to 
Mrs. Ellen Fletcher

This past December saw the passing of Mrs. Ellen Fletcher, 
a woman who generously devoted many years of her life, 

both in and out of the classroom, to the Catholic education 
of the girls of St. Mary’s Academy. Initially she assisted Mrs. 
Shibler with the kindergarten classes before moving on to 
become the fourth grade girls’ homeroom teacher, a position 
she filled for over half a decade.  From the spring of 2007 to 
the spring of 2011 she further served SMA as the secretary of 
the Girls’ School. Her former students and fellow staff and 
faculty members remember well her patience and kindness. 
The students, faculty, and alumni of St. Mary’s Academy 
offer our sincere condolences to the Fletcher family and will 
remember her in our prayers.

Pauline Dredger, SMA 2012, SMC 2014



John Zapp, SMA 2015, (pictured with His 
Excellency Tissier de Mallerais) has been 
assisting the Society in North Africa, driving 
priests to their missions in the jungle, 
constructing and maintaining buildings, and 
doing other odd jobs for the priests.

At home on Miege Field, the Crusaders, in the Kansas Christian Athletic 
Association state championship, defeated the Wichita Warriors.

After two years of losing in the annual Apocalypse Bowl, the St. 
Mary’s  College alumni defeated the college team in a hard-fought 
defensive battle, 22-14.

The Girls’ School drama club, Troupe d’Arc, 
performed Edmond Rostand’s Cyrano de Bergerac.
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On October 2, 2016 
the city of St. Marys 

was consecrated to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
during a rosary procession 
of over 2000 faithful. 
Mayor Francis Awerkamp, 
SMA 1999, and other city 
commissioners proposed 
the event in order to elicit 
divine aid for their efforts 
to improve government 
efficiency at the local level. 

“!e commission had 
made many changes over 
the past several years,” 
explained Awerkamp, “and 
these changes have had 
good results.  Our previous 
mayor and I wished 
to continue to make 
improvements as well as to 
protect our city from the 
errors and corruptions that 
are growing throughout the 
world, and we knew that 
more help was needed than 
what we could provide. 
!e consecration of our 
city to the Immaculate 
Heart is a great way to 
both receive necessary help 
and to promote the social 

Kingship of Christ.  We 
approached our former 
rector, Fr. Gerard Beck, 
and our new rector, Fr. 

Mayor Consecrates St. Marys to Our Lady

Patrick Rutledge, with the 
plan to consecrate the city. 
Permission was granted and 
the date was set such that 

it would be renewed each 
year as part of the annual 
rosary procession.”

!is initiative and his 
five years in local civic 
leadership positions as city 
commissioner and mayor 
have prepared Awerkamp 
for the challenges ahead 
as a newly elected State 
Representative. He hopes 
to prove that he can serve 
the citizens of Kansas in the 
legislature and maintain his 
Catholic principles. 

“!e consecration of 
the city of St. Marys did not 
happen quickly or easily” 
he recalls, “and I think that 
is a good thing to keep in 
mind when discussing the 
social Kingship of Christ. 
We must continually work 
for it, but not be impatient 
if the results are not 
immediate or observable. 
To remain committed to 
establishing the Kingship 
of Christ at any level 
requires that we keep the 
focus on that worthy goal 
and cheerfully persevere in 
adversity.”

Fr. Patrick Rutledge consecrated Assumption parish to 
the Immaculate Heart, and Mayor Francis Awerkamp 
consecrated the city of St. Marys to Our Lady, each placing 
his charges under Our Lady's protective mantle.  


